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SOME ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONALIZATION  
OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

(illustrated on the example of FRG [Federal Republic of Germany]  
and the Republic of Turkey) 

 
Abstract. The article is devoted to a comparative analysis of the development of international cooperation in 

the area of higher education carried out by German and Turkish universities, its strategic planning, measures for its 
implementation and the results achieved. Based on the experience of two countries in organizing cooperation in 
education at all levels of its acceptance, the article presents the existing aspects of the internationalization of 
education. It is noted that the internationalization of higher education through the implementation of joint educational 
projects contributes not only to improving the quality of education, but also to establishing social and cultural, 
economic and business contracts between countries, and assists in maintaining and strengthening of interactions 
between the peoples of the world.  

The purpose of this paper abstract is to study the multidimensionality of integration processes in higher educa-
tion. The growing interconnection and interdependence of the countries and peoples of the modern world, the inter-
nationalization of education, science, economics and culture, the exacerbation of global problems that cannot be 
resolved without going beyond the national framework and state borders - all this makes it extremely important to 
study world experience in various areas of public life and scientific knowledge areas.  

Keywords: internationalization, higher education, globalization, mobility, dual education. 
 
Introduction. In the modern world, close interaction between science, education and production is 

becoming a strategic goal and necessary condition for the innovative development of the economy and, 
thus, increasing the competitiveness of the state. 

One of the most important trends in the development of modern higher education throughout the 
world is the process of internationalization, which is determined by the factors of economic and social and 
political rapprochement between countries and implies the necessity to ensure compatibility of education, 
the formation of a common educational space. Increasing global trends of internationalization of education 
inevitably lead to a revision of educational paradigms with the prospect of creating a single open educatio-
nal space.  

Methods. The methodological basis of the research was philosophical concepts in the area of educa-
tion; modern methodological developments on the history of education; works on the methodology of 
comparative pedagogical research. The theoretical basis of the research included scientific papers on the 
problems of modern development of higher education; researches on the development of higher vocational 
education in Turkey and Germany.  

Actually, education is becoming open and accessible in the country and international space, a global 
information and educational environment is being formed, education is acquiring a transboundary cha-
racter. Under these circumstances, the transition to the model of internationalization of higher education is 
becoming a natural process. It seems necessary to consider the emergence of the concept of internationa-
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lization of higher education, to analyze the existing definitions of this process and to identify a particular 
definition. 

Researches in the area of studying the internationalization process began in the 1970 s. One of the 
first researchers in the area of internationalization of higher education is M. Harari, who classifies interna-
tionalization as “numerous activities, programs and services, in the framework of international research, 
international exchanges in the area of education and technical cooperation” [1]. This definition focuses on 
three components: “the international aspect of academic programme, international mobility of scientists 
and students, and international programs of technical cooperation and mutual assistance”. Later, in the 
1990s professor of the University of Toronto (Canada) J. Knight formulates the concept of the internatio-
nalization process “as a process of integrating the international aspect into the teaching and research 
activities of a university or college to improve their quality [2]. J. Knight describes globalization as a pro-
cess of technology, economy, knowledge, people, values, ideas beyond the state border and notes that the 
impact of globalization on each country is different and depends on the peculiarities of historical deve-
lopment, traditions, culture, priorities of this nation, and internationalization in higher education, this is 
one of the ways in which a country responds to globalization while maintaining respect for the uniqueness 
of its own people.  

One of the outstanding scientists in the area of education and internationalization, Hans de Wit, a 
professor in the area of internationalization of higher education, defines it with the help of all existing 
definitions and describes it as “a complex of processes whose combined effect is aimed at strengthening of 
the international aspect in higher education”. Wit claims that many factors have always influenced the 
process: “Several factors such as the fall of “the iron curtain“, the process of European states uniting, and 
the development of globalization of European economies and societies have played a role in this transition 
from scattered“ international education ” to a more integral, "comprehensive" concept of internationali-
zation "[3]. 

Other foreign researchers point out such factors of internationalization as globalization, academic 
mobility, the international component of the content of education. In some papers of foreign authors, the 
concepts of internationalization and globalization are combined, because globalization is a factor influen-
cing the process of internationalization [4]. 

The internationalization of higher education is the integration of the university into the external 
educational market, including with the aim of recruitment foreign students and foreign scientists and 
teachers. The phenomenon of internationalization in education has historical premises that determine the 
transformation in the process of university management.  

In 1999, the Bologna Process starts in Europe, aimed at developing the internationalization of higher 
education through the creation of united qualifications, transparent, comparable and, consequently, more 
competitive learning outcomes. Competitiveness becomes the motivation for the development of the 
internationalization of higher education. Internationalization becomes such a phenomenon of international 
relations, which has an independent value and in this capacity has an impact on the activities of states in 
various areas. In this concept, internationalization can be viewed as a stage of globalization within a state. 
The important factor in the internationalization of higher education is the language in which learning is 
conducted.  

In connection with the accelerated pace of world development, there is a necessity for comparative 
researches in all areas related to the modernization of education and changes in society as a whole. In 
recent decades, the world has noted a significant increase in interest and expansion of the geography of 
comparative studies, both in theoretical and in practice-oriented aspect. In many aspects, increased atten-
tion to comparative studies is caused by the factors of globalization and the development of information 
technologies, which require both theoretical understanding and the research of the possibilities and 
methods of practical adaptation of educational systems to new conditions [5]. 

Taking into account the state and features of approaches in the area of comparative studies, we 
focused on studying the experience of rapidly developing Turkey and Germany.  

Results. Federal Republic of Germany. Today, Germany is the leading country in the area of inter-
nationalization of higher education. Every tenth student in Germany is a foreigner, and every twentieth is 
studying abroad. Herein, that ten years ago, Germany lagged far behind its competitors. This success was 
made possible through a combination of sound state policy in the area of education at the federal and 
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regional level, aimed not only at improving the quality and accessibility of higher education, but also at its 
international attractiveness, and at developing and implementing internationalization strategies by German 
universities themselves. The main organizations, responsible for the internationalization of science and 
education in Germany are the Conference of University Rectors, the German Research Society, the Ale-
xander von Humboldt Foundation and the German Academic Exchange Service. 

It should be noted that the process of internationalization in Germany is developing very dynami-
cally, which is confirmed by the data of the British Council research, during which Strategy 2020 of the 
German Academic Exchange Service (Strategy DAAD 2020) was recognized as the most successful in 
recruitment of international students and internationalization. In this research, data from 26 countries, 
including Kazakhstan, were used and evaluated in three categories, which received high marks for the 
policy of internationalization of higher education [6].  

Germany has long been known as a center for the development of science and culture. The first 
university in medieval Europe appeared in Germany. The basic principle of higher education in Germany 
is the principle built on the concept of W. Humboldt: the interconnections of the educational process and 
academic research, which is important for the Kazakh system of higher education. Due to their compre-
hensive support, German universities have always enjoyed success among students in most countries. In 
2012, the countries participating in the Bologna process signed the Mobility Development Strategy, which 
identified common goals and directions for activities of individual universities, among which it should be 
noted - the development of a system for receiving and integrating foreign students and visiting scientists 
carried out in accordance with the National Code of Teaching students in German universities [7] and the 
European Charter for Researchers and the Code on the Rules for Hiring Researchers [8], increasing 
foreign academic mobility and German students and teachers, increasing the attractiveness of German 
universities as a place of education and science, inviting talented young scientists from other countries to 
develop scientific cooperation, exchange experience, increase motivation to study at foreign universities 
with German students, etc.  

In Germany, a two-tier system of selection of international students is formed, characteristic for ma-
ny modern Western countries. The first level covers the scope of scientific and educational policy, the 
second - refers to the sphere of immigration policy. At the first level, the main objectives of the state 
policy are promotion of the international activities of higher education institutions, strengthening of the 
processes of internationalization of higher education and to strengthen the image of Germany as a leading 
educational and scientific center. At the second level, conditions are created for the integration of foreign 
students after graduation and their successful entry into the labor market. In 2005, the country carried out 
a reform of immigration legislation, which established more liberal rules for the entry and stay of foreign 
students from the third countries.  

Today in Germany there are over 340 higher educational institutions, where more than 1 million 800 
thousand students are studying. According to the report “Wissenschaft weltoffen” (“Science opened to the 
world”), in 2015, 321,000 foreign students attended German universities and by 2020 it is predicted that 
this number will increase to 350,000 people [9]. According to the report of 2016, the Minister of Educa-
tion and Research, together with DAAD and the German Center for Research in Science and Higher 
Education, in 2014, in German universities and Scientific and Research Institutes taught, more than                   
85 thousand foreign scientists were engaged in research work, 43 thousand of German scientists worked 
abroad [10].  

The mandatory document for admission to any university in Germany is a Certificate of maturity - 
"permission to study" - "Hochschulzugangsberechtigung". Depending on the type of Certificate of matu-
rity, German official statistics and German law distinguish two categories of foreign students: 
Bildungsinländer and Bildungsinländer and Bildungsaländer. The category “Bildungsinländer” includes 
international students, enrolled in a German university with a Certificate of maturity, obtained after 
graduating from a German school in Germany or abroad. The Certificate of maturity of the German 
school, obtained abroad, must be equivalent to the German Certificate of completion of secondary educa-
tion, that is, in accordance with the German law on education, it must confirm 13 years of secondary edu-
cation. The group of foreign students “Bildungsausländer” includes foreign citizens who have received the 
Certificate of maturity abroad, not equivalent to the German HZB. 
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One of the forms of international educational cooperation at the end of the XX century was the 
opening of bi-national universities abroad on the basis of intergovernmental agreements and treaties. The 
specific feature of the activities of such universities are joint diplomas, integrated courses. 

Germany is one of the first countries to use the principles of the dual education system. The educatio-
nal process is carried out by synthesizing of production as an intern and studying the theoretical part in an 
educational institution, which leads to the effectiveness and efficiency of using the knowledge and skills 
gained. At the same time, the training of specialists at various levels of the profile is based on the demands 
and requirements of the personnel market, which makes it possible to ensure professional mobility and 
competitiveness. The system is funded by the state and enterprises. The competence of the state includes 
training at the enterprise, and the competence of the region includes training in a professional university.  

Consequently, in recent years Germany has accumulated serious experience in the area of interna-
tionalization of higher education, as evidenced by the significant legal and regulatory framework, regu-
lating this process. The analysis of the considered German initiatives to recruit foreign students shows that 
they are important for German society. It is commonly agreed that their presence contributes to the inter-
national exchange of knowledge and intercultural competences, therefore, improves the quality of German 
education. Foreign graduates are even more important as highly qualified specialists who speak German 
language, know the culture and methods of work in Germany, have skills that can significantly accelerate 
their social and economic integration into German society. 

The Republic of Turkey. Particular states, due to their historical, economic, and cultural characteris-
tics, understand internationalization in a different way. For Asian states, internationalization derives from 
the strategic necessity for radical changes and reforms aimed at “catching up” with the West; accordingly, 
they are seeking to expand the international student population, increase international activity and use 
English more frequently. This is typical for Turkey due to the historically established orientation towards 
the Europeanization of the country. Over time, the internationalization of education as an active and 
effective international cooperation for the purpose of mutual enrichment and exchange of experience in 
the area of education has become part of the development strategy of this state.  

Today, Turkey, having achieved some success in the development of higher education, participates in 
the creation of a European higher education area on equal terms with other countries and, thus, is seeking 
to move to a higher level of development in order to adequately respond to the challenges of time. The 
growing and diversifying demand for higher education accessibility, in new areas of study and interdis-
ciplinary research, new training requirements, the accelerated development of modern information and 
communication technologies determine the innovative nature of the educational and scientific path of 
Turkey. In Turkish system of higher education, academic mobility is carried out in the context of the free 
movement of students, researchers and teachers in the framework of cooperation agreements, study abroad 
and circulation of brain resources. 

The international aspects of mobility and internationalization in the higher education system are 
determined by Turkey’s policy in accordance with the national social and economic and historical context, 
capabilities, resources, priorities and implemented on the basis of consultations of the Higher Education 
Council and the Parliament of the country. The analysis of regulatory documents in the area of higher 
education shows that all initiatives of state universities regarding the expansion of mobility at the national 
and institutional levels are implemented under the supervision of the Council in order to promote 
cooperation and coherence between foreign and Turkish higher education institutions.  

After the signing of the Bologna Declaration in Turkey, the growth of academic and scientific mobi-
lity and its improvement is constantly observed. Turkish universities have adopted readily, implemented 
and use positively European mobility schemes and tools, such as ECTS, the Lisbon Convention, the 
Diploma Supplement, the NARIC and ENIC networks. The particular importance is the participation of 
Turkey in the EU -SOCRATES program, aimed at supporting European cooperation in eight areas of 
education, from pre-university to the highest level, from new technologies to adult education.  

Turkey also implements bilateral exchange programs for students and teachers together with 
European countries and the United States, the CIS countries, and promotes international joint programs. In 
2003, an integrated program “Double degree diploma of joint degrees SUNY-YOK” was launched bet-
ween the State University of New York (SUNY) and the Turkish Council of Higher Education (in Turkish 
YOK) at the bachelor's level [11]. 
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The expansion of academic mobility creates favorable conditions for the cooperation of Turkish 
scientists with their European colleagues, conducting research and internships in the specialty abroad.               
46 Turkish universities are members of the Association of European Universities (EUA), and 56 are 
members of the International Association of Universities (IUA). Cooperation with European universities 
contributes to the globalization of science in Turkey, as well as the implementation of joint research and 
dissemination of their results. The country has become a full member of the Sixth Framework Program of 
the European Union, which unites the efforts of not only universities, but also private and public research 
centers, representatives of large and medium-sized businesses and other participants in the research 
process, thereby contributing to the creation of united European scientific space [12]. 

The Council of Turkey for Scientific and Technical Research (TUBITAK) and the Council of Turkey 
for Research in Social Sciences (TUBA), Turkish Academy of Sciences, are active in developing scientific 
exchange programs, organizing international scientific conferences, scientific publications in international 
publications. Under these circumstances, special attention is paid to the support and promotion of young 
scientists who have completed and already completed graduate school and who are at the beginning of 
their career as a scientist. Graduate students at Turkish universities receive financial assistance to conduct 
the part of their research and post-doctoral studies at foreign universities as part of the expansion of the 
country's research potential [13].  

In Turkey, there are programs for awarding public and private scholarships to graduate students who 
obtain master's and doctoral degrees at foreign universities. The government support program covers 
students at state universities only; private universities do not participate in mobility programs. Turkish 
government provides similar support to foreign students studying at Turkish universities. Today there are 
about 15,000 of them from 115 countries of the world, but mainly from the CIS countries, in particular, 
Kazakhstan, Arab countries. 

The intensification of mobility in the Central Asian region is due to Turkey’s considerable attention to 
the international geopolitical trends of the 20th century, especially the disintegration of the Soviet cartel, 
and Turkey’s geographical location at the junction of Turkic and post-Soviet regions and Eastern part of 
Europe. Due to active collaboration in the early 1990s in the area of higher education with the Turkic 
groups and the former Soviet republics, Turkey has become a kind of regional “center” that welcomes 
students and academic figures from these countries. The similarity of languages stimulates student 
exchange.  

The analysis of foreign literature, analytical documents and materials in the area of internationaliza-
tion and academic mobility shows that today Turkish universities are actively expanding their international 
influence, developing new forms of international cooperation for the purpose of mutual enrichment and 
exchange of experience in the area of education and science. All this contributes to the globalization of 
science and education in Turkey and the creation of united European educational space. Being interested, 
on the one hand, in preserving its own national and cultural identity, and on the other hand, in making 
optimal use of the experience of European countries in modernizing higher education, Turkey has gained 
experience in solving problems related to the general context, which has great interest for our country.  

The formulation and research of the problem of the development of modern higher education in 
Turkey is determined by the actual continuity and relevance of studying and understanding foreign expe-
rience in defining strategies that the domestic higher education school faces in processes similar in its 
orientation and content. 

Conclusion. Consequently, the research of the experience of Turkish and German higher education 
led to the identification of constructive ideas and strategies, the inclusion of which acquires special 
meaning and expediency in the process of reforming domestic Kazakhstani education in the context of 
European integration and interaction with science and industry. 

In the context of united educational space, international cooperation changes its forms and types of 
activity, accumulating potential for solving tasks: achieving a level of higher education that would meet 
the needs of a modern international society; balancing the level of national educational systems; ensuring 
mutual understanding between nations. The 21st century is not accidentally called the century of educa-
tion. In the modern world, that needs the harmonizing of human relations with everything that surrounds 
him, it is education that allows you to develop a new outlook on life, namely, education can become a 
unique global value system recognized in any part of the Earth. And it is education that becomes the 
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driving force that brings together representatives of different countries and continents in the preservation 
of the planet and human civilization [14].  

Based on the above approaches in the area of comparative studies, we did not aim to identify specific 
solutions or models that should be adapted to Kazakhstan. We also agree with the point of view expressed 
by many scientists that the problem of taking over foreign experience is a special subject of research and 
requires different approaches, methodology, tools and research methods. We set ourselves the task of 
identifying, describing, generalizing knowledge that is related to the characteristics of the essence, the 
features of the development strategies of the education system of both countries, their dependence on the 
context in which each of the systems functions and develops; search for general patterns in the choice of 
solutions and development models for Kazakhstan.  
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ЖОҒАРЫ БІЛІМДІ ИНТЕРНАЦИОНАЛДАНДЫРУДЫҢ КЕЙБІР АСПЕКТІЛЕРІ  
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Аннотация. Мақала неміс жəне түрік жоғары білім оқу орындарының халықаралық ынтымақтастықты 
дамытудағы стратегиялық жоспарлауымен жүзеге асырушараларына, сондай-ақ қол жеткізілген нəтижеле-
ріне салыстырмалы талдау жүргізуг еарналған. Мақалада білім берудің интернационалдандыруа спектілері, 
екі елдің барлық білім беру деңгейінде жинақталған ынтымақтастық орнықтыру тəжірибелеріне сүйеніп 
қарастырылған 

Бірлескен білім беру жобаларын іске асыру арқылы жоғары білім беруді интернационалдандыру білім 
беру сапасын жақсартуға ғана емес, сонымен қатар елдер арасындағы мəдени-əлеуметтік, экономикалық жə-
не іскерлік байланыстарды орнатуға, əлем халықтарының өзара байланысын сақтауға жəне нығайтуға 
көмектеседі. Бұл жұмыстың мақсаты жоғары білім берудегі интеграциялық процестердің көп өлшемділігін 
зерттеу болып табылады. Қазіргі таңда xалықаралық байланыстардың дамуы, ғылым, экономика жəне 
мəдениет салаларының интернационалдануы, шешілмейтін жаһандық проблемалардың күшеюі – əлемдік 
тəжірибені зерттеудің маңыздылығын тағы бір мəрте дəлелдейді. 

Түйін сөздер: интернационализация, жоғарғы білім, жахандану, мобильділік, дуалды білім. 
 

Г.M. Мухамбеткалиева1, У.M. Mухамбеткали2 

 

1Казахский агротехнический университет им. С. Сейфуллина, Астана, Казахстан, 
 2Университет Анкара Хаджи Байрам Вели, Анкара, Турция 

 
НЕКОТОРЫЕ АСПЕКТЫ ИНТЕРНАЦИОНАЛИЗАЦИИ ВЫСШЕГО ОБРАЗОВАНИЯ  

(на примере ФРГ и Турецкой Республики) 
 

Аннотация. Статья посвящена сопоставительному анализу процесса развития международного сотруд-
ничества в сфере высшего образования, осуществляемого немецкими и турецкими вузами, его стратегичес-
кому планированию, мерам по его осуществлению и достигнутым результатам. На основе опыта двух стран 
по организации сотрудничества в образовании на всех уровнях его получения, в статье представлены су-
ществующие аспекты интернационализации образования. Отмечено, что интернационализация высшего 
образования через реализацию совместных образовательных проектов содействует не только повышению 
качества обучения, но и установлению социально-культурных, экономических и деловых связей между 
странами, и оказывает содействие сохранению и укреплению взаимодействий между народами мира. 

Целью данной работы является исследование многоаспектности интеграционных процессов в высшем 
образовании. Растущая взаимосвязь и взаимозависимость стран и народов современного мира, интернацио-
нализация образования, науки, экономики и культуры, обострение глобальных проблем, решение которых 
невозможно без выхода за национальные рамки и государственные границы – все это обусловливает перво-
степенную важность изучения мирового опыта в разных сферах общественной жизни и областях научного 
знания.  

Ключевые слова: интернационализация, высшее образование, глобализация, мобильность, дуальное 
образование. 
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